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PROSLOGION
Anselm
Chapter 2: That God Really Exists

[1] Therefore, Lord, you who give knowledge of the faith, give me as much
knowledge as you know to be fitting for me, because you are as we believe and that
which we believe. And indeed we believe you are something greater than which
cannot be thought. Or is there no such kind of thing, for "the fool said in his heart,
'there is no God"" (Ps. 13:1, 52:1)? But certainly that same fool, having heard what I
just said, "something greater than which cannot be thought," understands what he
heard, and what he understands is in his thought, even if he does not think it exists.
For it is one thing for something to exist in a person's thought and quite another for
the person to think that thing exists. For when a painter thinks ahead to what he will
paint, he has that picture in his thought, but he does not yet think it exists, because
he has not done it yet. Once he has painted it he has it in his thought and thinks it
exists because he has done it. Thus even the fool is compelled to grant that
something greater than which cannot be thought exists in thought, because he
understands what he hears, and whatever is understood exists in thought. And
certainly that greater than which cannot be understood cannot exist only in thought,
for if it exists only in thought it could also be thought of as existing in reality as well,
which is greater. If, therefore, that than which greater cannot be thought exists in
thought alone, then that than which greater cannot be thought turns out to be that
than which something greater actually can be thought, but that is obviously
impossible. Therefore something than which greater cannot be thought undoubtedly
exists both in thought and in reality.

HOW SOMEONE WRITING ON BEHALF OF THE FOOL MIGHT REPLY TO ALL
THIS

GAUNILO

[2] That this being must exist not only in my mind but in reality as well is proved to
me by the following argument: If it did not, then whatever did exist in reality would
be greater, and thus the thing which has already been proved to exist in my mind
will not be greater than everything else. If it is said that this being, which cannot be
conceived of in terms of any existing thing, exists in the mind, I do not deny that it
exists in mine. But through this alone it can hardly be said to attain existence in
reality. I will not concede that much to it unless convinced by some indubitable
argument. For whoever says that it must exist because otherwise that which is
greater than all other beings will not be greater than all other beings, that person
isn't paying careful enough attention to what he says. For I do not yet grant, in fact I
deny it or at least question it, that the thing existing in my mind is greater than any
real thing. Nor do I concede that it exists in any way except this: the sort of
existence (if you can call it such) a thing has when the mind attempts to form some
image of a thing unknown to it on the basis of nothing more than some words the
person has heard. How then is it demonstrated to me that the thing exists in reality
merely because it is said to be greater than everything else? For I continue to deny
and doubt that this is established, since I continue to question whether this greater
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thing is in my mind or thought even in the way that many doubtful or unreal things
are. It would first have to be proved to me that this greater thing really exists
somewhere. Only then will we be able to infer from the fact that is greater than
everything else that it also subsists in itself.

[3] For example, they say there is in the ocean somewhere an island which, due to
the difficulty (or rather the impossibility) of finding what does not actually exist, is
called "the lost island." And they say that this island has all manner of riches and
delights, even more of them than the Isles of the Blest, and having no owner or
inhabitant it is superior in the abundance of its riches to all other lands which are
inhabited by men. If someone should tell me that such is the case, I will find it easy
to understand what he says, since there is nothing difficult about it. But suppose he
then adds, as if he were stating a logical consequence, "Well then, you can no longer
doubt that this island more excellent than all other lands really exists somewhere,
since you do not doubt that it is in your mind; and since it is more excellent to exist
not only in the mind but in reality as well, this island must necessarily exist, because
if it didn't, any other island really existing would be more excellent than it, and thus
that island now thought of by you as more excellent will not be such." If, I say,
someone tries to convince me though this argument that the island really exists and
there should be no more doubt about it, I will either think he is joking or I will have a
hard time deciding who is the bigger fool, me if I believe him or him if he thinks he
has proved its existence without having first convinced me that this excellence is
something undoubtedly existing in reality and not just something false or uncertain
existing in my mind.

[Translation by David Burr [olivi@mail.vt.edu]. See his home page. He indicated that
the translations are available for educational use.]



